TN THE CLAIMS 

A complete set of the claims remaining in this application are as follows: 

31. (Twice Amended) An Internet billing method for a plurality of customers and a plurality of 
vendors of products or services for transactions over the Internet between a purchasing customer of the 
plurality of customers and a selling vendor of the plurality of vendors, wherein, for each purchase 
transaction of a product or service between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor, a first amount 
is charged to the purchasing customer and a second amount is remitted to the selling vendor, the method 
comprising the steps by a third party to the purchase transaction of: 

a) establishmg a billmg agreement with the purchasing customer to penrnt the third party to 
charge the purchasing customer and to remit to a selling vendor for a purchase transaction; 

b) establishing a remitting agreement with the selling vendor to permit the third party to charge a 
purchasing customer and to remit to the selling vendor for a purchase transaction; 

c) receiving authorization over the Internet from the purchasing customer to charge the first 
amount to the purchasing customer without previously receiving a request from the selling vendor to 
charge the first amount to the purchasing customer; 

d) charging the first amount to the purchasing customer in accordance with the billing agreement; 



and 



e) remitting the second amount to the selling vendor in accordance with the remitting agreement, 
wherein after estabhshing the billing agreement the third party does not transfer ownership of the 
product or service from the selling vendor to the purchasing customer. 

32. (Twice Amended) An Internet billing method for a plurality of customers and a plurality of 
vendors of products or services for transactions over the Internet between a purchasing customer of the 
plurality of customers and a selling vendor of the plurality of vendors, wherein, for each purchase 
transaction of a product or service between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor, a first amount 
is charged to the purchasing customer and a second amount is remitted to the selling vendor, the method 
comprising the steps by a third party to the purchase transaction of: 
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a) establishing a billmg agreement wUh the purchasing customer to permit the third party to 
charge the purchasing customer and to remit to a selhng vendor for a purchase transaction; 

b) establishing a remitting agreement with the sellmg vendor to permit the third party to charge a 
purchasing customer and to remit to the selling vendor for a purchase transaction; 

c) providing a communications link over the Internet between the purchasing customer and the 
selling vendor to pennit the purchasing customer to request information from the selling vendor with 

respect to a product or service; 

d) receiving authorization over the Internet from the purchasing customer to charge the first 
amount to the purchasing customer without previously receiving a request from the selling vendor to 
charge the first amount to the purchasing customer; 

e) charging the first amount to the purchasing customer in accordance with the billing agreement; 

and 

f) remitting the second amount to the sellmg vendor m accordance with the remitting agreement, 
wherein after estabhshing the billing agreement the third party does not transfer ownership of the 

product or service from the selling vendor to the purchasing customer. 

33. The method according to claim 32, wherein the communications link comprises a 
communications link through equipment of the third party. 

34. The method according to claim 31, wherein no credit card account number of the 
purchasing customer and no bank account number of the purchasing customer is transmitted over the 
Internet by the third party to the selling vendor prior to the step of remitting. 

35. The method according to claim 32, wherein no credit card account number of the 
purchasing customer and no bank account number of the purchasing customer is transmitted over the 
Internet by the third party to the selling vendor prior to the step of remitting. 
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36. The method according to claim 33, wherein no credit card account number of the 
purchasing customer and no bank account number of the purchasing customer is transmitted over the 
Internet by the third party to the selling vendor prior to the step of remitting. 

37. The method according to claim 31, 32, 33, 34. 35, or 36, wherein the third party is a 
cable television company, a company offering financial services, an Internet access provider, or a 

telephone company. 

38. The method according to claim 37, further comprising the step of obtaining approval for 
chargmg the first amount from a party other than the purchasing customer and the selling vendor prior to 

the step of charging. 

39. The method according to claim 38, wherein the party other than the purchasing customer 
and the sellmg vendor ,s a bank, a company offering financial services, a credit card company, an Internet 
access provider, or the third party. 

40. The method according to claim 37. wherein the step of charging comprises sending a bill 
or charging an account with a bank, a cable television company, a company offering financial services, a 
credit card company, an Internet access provider, a telephone company, or the third party. 

41 . The method according to claim 37. wherein the step of remitting comprises sending a 
check or crediting an account with a bank, a cable television company, a company offering financial 
services, a credit card company, an Internet access provider, a telephone company, or the third party. 



42. The 

amount. 



method according to claim 37, wherein the second amount is less than the first 
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43. The method according to claim 37, wherem the step of remitting is performed before the 

Step of charging. 

44. (Twice Amended) An Internet billing method for a plurality of customers and a plurality of 
vendors of products or services for transactions over the Internet between a purchasing customer of the 
plurahty of customers and a selling vendor of the plurality of vendors, wherein, for each purchase 
transaction of a product or service between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor, a first amount 
is charged to the purchasing customer and a second amount is remitted to the selling vendor, the method 
comprising the steps by a third party company offering financial services of: 

a) establishing a billing agreement with the purchasing customer to permit the company offering 
financial services to charge the purchasmg customer and to remit to a selling vendor for a purchase 
transaction; 

b) establishing a remitting agreement with the selling vendor to permit the company offenng 
financial services to charge a purchasing customer and to remU to the selling vendor for a purchase 

transaction; 

c) receiving authorization over the Internet from the purchasing customer to charge the first 
amount to the purchasing customer without previously receiving a request from the selling vendor to 
charge the first amount to the purchasing customer; 

d) charging the first amount to the purchasing customer in accordance with the billing agreement 
by charging a bank account, a credit card account, or an account with the company offering financial 
services; and 

e) remitting the second amount to the selling vendor in accordance with the remitting agreement 
without previously transmitting a credit card account number of the purchasing customer over the Internet 
to the selling vendor and without previously transmitting a bank account number of the purchasing 
customer over the Internet to the selling vendor. 

wherein after establishing the billing agreement the company offering financial services does not 
transfer ownership of the product or service from the selling vendor to the purchasing customer. 
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45. CTwicc AnKnded) An Internet billing method for a plurality of customers and a plurality of 
v«,dors of produets or .servtces for transaetions over the Intemet between a purchasutg cu^tonter of the 
plurality of customers and a selling vendor of the plurality of vendors, wherein, for each purchase 
transaction of a product or service between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor, a firs, amount 
is charged to the purchasing customer and a second amount is rem..t«i to the selling vendor, the method 
comprising the steps by a thirj party company offering financial services of: 

a) establishing a billing agreemem with the purchasing customer to pennit the company offering 
financial services to charge the purchasmg customer and «, remit to a selling vendor for a purchase 
transaction; 

b) establishing a remitting agreement with the selling vendor to permit Ute company offering 
financial services to charge a purchasmg customer and to remit to the selling vendor for a purchase 

transaction; 

c) providing a coimnunications link over the Intemet through equipment of the company offering 
financial services between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor to permit the purchasing 
customer to request information from the selling vendor with respect to a product or service; 

d) receiving authorization over the Intemet from the purchasing customer to charge the first 
amount to the purchasing customer without previously receiving a request from the selling vendor to 
charge the first amount to the purchasing customer; 

e) charging the first amount to the purchasing customer in accordance with the billing agreement 
by charging a bank account, a credit card account, or an account with the company offering financial 
services; and 

f) remitting the second amount to the selling vendor in accordance with the remitting agreement 
without previously transmitting a credit card account number of the purchasing customer over the Intemet 
to the selling vendor and without previously transmitting a bank account number of the purchasing 
customer over the Intemet to the selhng vendor, 
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wherein after es.ablisMng fte bil.mg agreen,en. the company offering r,nar,cUl services does no. 
^nsferownershipof .he product or service fromteselling vendor iofte purchasing customer. 

46 The me*od according to any one of claims 31-36 and 4445, wherein the step of 
receivtng .s performed after the pu^hasing customer and the selling vendor have agreed to enter mto the 



purchase transaction 



47 The method according to claim 37. whereir, the step of receiving is performed after the 
puxhasmg customer and fte selling vendor have agreed to enter into .he purchase transacon. 

48 The me.hod according .0 claim 38, wherein fte step of receiving is performed after flre 
purchasing cus.omer and flte selling vendor have agreed .o enter into .he purchase «uon. 

49 The me.hod according to claim 39, wherein fte s.ep of receiving is performed after *e 
purchasing cus.omer and the selling vendor have agreed .o en.er in.o .he purchase .rarrsachon. 

50 The me*od according .o claim 40. wherem fte step of tecetving is performed after the 
purchasing customer and the selling vendor have apeed to enter into the purchase transactton. 

5 1 TTre method accord,ng to clatm 41 , wherein the step of receiving is performed after the 
purchasing cus,on,er and the selling vendor have agreed to enter into the purchase ««on. 

52 Tlte meftod according .0 claim 42, wherein tt,e step of receiving is perfomned after Ae 
purchasing cusiomer and .he selling vendor have agreed ,o en.er in.o Ae purchase transachon. 

53 The mefcod according io claim 43, wherein 4e step of receiving is performed after fte 
purchasing customer and the selling vend™ have agreed to enter into the purchase transactton. 

54 The medK,d according to any one of claims 31-36 and 44-45, wherein the step of 
estabhshmg a rem,tHng a^e«uent does not require the third p^ to charge the purchasmg cu^mrer. 

55. The meftod according .o claim 37, wherein fte s.ep of esublishing a remitting agreemen. 
does no. require Ae .hird party .o charge .he purchasing cusiomer. 
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56. nie method according to claim 38, wherein the step of estabhshing a remitting agreement 
does not require the third party to charge the purchasing customer. 

57. The method according to claim 39, wherein the step of establishing a remitting agreement 
does not require the third party to charge the purchasing customer. 

58. The method according to claim 40, wherein the step of establishing a remitting agreement 
does not require the third party to charge the purchasing customer. 

59. The method according to claim 41, wherein the step of establishing a remitting agreement 
does not require the third party to charge the purchasing customer. 

60. The method according to claim 42, wherein the step of establishing a remitting agreement 
does not require the third party to charge the purchasing customer. 

61 . The method according to claim 43, wherein the step of establishing a remitting agreement 
does not require the third party to charge the purchasing customer. 

62. The method according to claim 46, wherein the step of establishing a remitting agreement 
does not require the third party to charge the purchasing customer. 

63. The method according to claim 47, wherein the step of estabhshing a remitting agreement 
does not require the third party to charge the purchasing customer. 

64. The method according to claim 48, wherein the step of establishing a remitting agreement 
does not require the third party to charge the purchasing customer. 

65. The method according to claim 49, wherein the step of establishing a remitting agreement 
does not require the third party to charge the purchasing customer. 

66. The method according to claim 50, wherein the step of establishing a remitting agreement 
does not require the third party to charge the purchasing customer. 
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67. The method according ,o cUin. 51. wh^ein the .t=p of estaWisW^g a twitting agreement 
does not require the thW party to charge the purchasing customer. 

68. The method accordtng to claim 52, wherein the step of establishing a remitting agreement 
does not require the third party to charge the purchasing customer. 

69. The method accortiing to claim 53, wherein the step of establishing a remi^ng agreement 
does not require the third party to charge the purchasing customer. 



f i„;^c -^i ■^f^ nnd 44-45 wherein after the step of 
70 The method according to any one of claims 31-36 and wne 

estabUshtng a bdling agreement the third party dcs not apprt>ve an agreement between the p^chasing 
customer and the selling vendor to enter into the purchase transaction. 

7, The method according to claim 37, wherem after the step of establishing a billmg 
a^eement thethtrdpartydoesnot approve an agreementbetweenthepurchasing customer and the selhng 

vendor to enter into the purchase transaction. 

72 The method according to claim 38. wherem after the step of establishing a billing 
a^eement the third party does not approve an agreement between the purchasing customer and the selhng 
vendor to enter into the purchase transaction. 

73 The method according to claim 39. wherein after the step of establishing a billing 
agreement'the Utird party does not approve an a^eement between the purchasing customer and the selhng 
vendor to enter into the purchase transaction. 

74 Tire method according to claim 40. whe^m after .he step of establishing a billing 
a^eement dte thtrd party does not approve an agreement between *e purchasing customer and the sellmg 
vendor to enter into the purchase ttansaction. 

75 The method according to claim 41, wherein after the step of estabhshing a billing 
agreement the .Hrd party dcs not approve an a^eement between the purchasing customer and the sellmg 
vendor to enter into the purchase transaction. 
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76 The method according to claim 42, wherein after .he step of establishing a billing 
a^eement .he thW pa«y does no. approve an apeemen. bemeen .he purchasing customer and the selhng 
vendor to enter into the purchase transaction. 

77 Tbe method accord,ng .0 claim 43. wherein after .he s.ep of esBblishing a bffling 
agreement the third parry does no. approve an a^eemem between .he purchasmg cus.omer and ttte selhng 
vendor to enter into the purchase transaction. 

78 m method according to claim 46. wherem after the step of establishing a billing 
agreement the third party does not approve an agreement between the purchasing customer and the selhng 
vendor to enter into the purchase transaction. 

79 The method according to claim 47. wherein after *e s.ep of estabhshing a billing 
apeement the third party does no. approve an a^eement between the purchastag customer and the sellmg 
vendor to enter into the purchase transaction. 

80 me meftod according to claim 48, wherein after the step of esubUshing a bilUng 
apeemen. fte .bird party does no. approve an a^eement between the purchasing customer and the selhng 
vendor to enter into the purchase transaction. 

8, Tire method according to claim 49, wherein after the step of establishing a billing 
a^eement the third party does not approve an agreement bemeen the purchasing customer and the seltag 
vendor to enter into the purchase transaction. 

82 The method according to claim 50, wherein after .he step of establishing a billing 
apeemen. .he third party does not approve an a^eement between fte purchasing cusiomer and *e selhng 
vendor to enter into the purchase transaction. 

83 The melhod according .0 claim 51, wherein after .he s.ep of es.ablishing a billing 
agreemen. .he dnrd party does no. approve an apeemen. be^een Ae purchasing cusiomer and .he selhng 
vendor to enter into the purchase transaction. 
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84 The method according .o cl.im 52, whe«in after the step of establishing a bilHng 
agreement .he third party does not approve an agreement between the purchasing customer and the selHng 
vendor to enter into the purchase transaction. 

85 The method according to claim 53, wherein after the step of establishing a billing 
agreement the third party does not approve an agreement between the purchasing customer and the selhng 
vendor to enter into the purchase transaction. 

86 The method according to claim 54, wherein after the step of estabhshing a billing 
agreement the third party does not approve an agreement between the purchasing customer and the selhng 
vendor to enter into the purchase transaction. 

87 The method according to claim 55, wherein after the step of estabhshing a billing 
agreement the third party does not approve an agreement between the purchasing customer and the sellmg 
vendor to enter into the purchase transaction. 

88 The method according to claim 56, wherein after the step of establishing a billing 
agreement the third party does not approve an agreement between the purchasing customer and the selhng 
vendor to enter into the purchase transaction. 

89 The method according to claim 57, wherein after the step of estabhshing a billing 
agreement the third party does not approve an agreement between the purchasing customer and the selhng 

vendor to enter into the purchase transaction. 

90 The method according to claim 58, wherein after the step of estabhshing a billing 
agreement the third party does not approve an agreement between the purchasing customer and the selhng 

vendor to enter into the purchase transaction. 

91 He method according to claim 59, wherein after the step of establishing a billing 
agreement the third p^ does not approve an agreement between the purchasing customer and the selhng 

vendor to enter into the purchase transaction. 
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92 The method according to claim 60, wherein after the step of estaWishmg a billing 
agreement the thtrd party does no, approve an agreement between the purchasing customer and the sellmg 

vendor to enter into the purchase transaction. 

93 The method according to claim 61, wherein after the step of estabUshing a billing 
a^ement the thtrd party does not approve an agreement between the purchasing customer and the sellmg 
vendor to enter into the purchase transaction. 

94 The method according to claim 62, wherem after the step of establishing a billing 
agreement the third party does not approve an a^ement between the purchasing customer and the sellmg 
vendor to enter into the purchase transaction. 

95 The method according to claim 63. wherein after the step of establishing a billing 
agreement the third p^ does not approve an agreement between the purchasing customer and the sellmg 
vendor to enter into the purchase transaction. 

96 The method according to claim 64, wherein after the step of establishing a billing 
agreement the third party does not approve an agreement between the purchasing customer and the sellmg 
vendor to enter into the purchase transaction. 

97 The method according to claim 65, wherein after the step of establishing a billing 
a^eement .he third party does no. approve an agreement between the purchasing customer and the selhng 
vendor to enter into the purchase transaction. 

98 The method according to claim 66, wherein after the step of estabUshing a billing 
agreement the third party does not approve an a^eement between the purchasing customer and the selhng 
vendor to enter into the purchase transaction. 

99 The method according to claim 67, wherein after the step of establishing a billing 
agreement the third party does not approve an agreement between the purchasing customer and the selhng 
vendor to enter into the purchase transaction. 



12 



NYA 612786.2 



# 



100. The method according to claim 68, wherein after the step of establishing a billing 
agreement the third party does not approve an agreement between the purchasing customer and the selling 
vendor to enter into the purchase transaction. 

101. The method according to claim 69, wherein after the step of establishing a billing 
agreement the third party does not approve an agreement between the purchasing customer and the selling 
vendor to enter into the purchase transaction. 

Please cancel Claims 1 02- 1 65 without prej udice. 

1 66. (New) An Internet billing method for a plurality of customers and a plurahty of vendors of 
products or services for transactions over the Internet between a purchasing customer of the plurality of 
customers and a selling vendor of the plurality of vendors, wherein, for each purchase transaction 
between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor, a first amount is charged to the purchasing 
customer and a second amount is remitted to the selling vendor, the method comprising the steps by a 
third party to the purchase transaction of: 

a) establishing a billing agreement with the purchasing customer to permit the third party to 
charge the purchasing customer and to remit to a selling vendor for a purchase transaction; 

b) establishing a remitting agreement with the selling vendor to permit the third party to charge a 
purchasing customer and to remit to the selling vendor for a purchase transaction; 

c) receiving authorization over the Internet from the purchasing customer to charge the first 
amount to the purchasing customer without previously receiving a request fi-om the selling vendor to 
charge the first amount to the purchasing customer, wherein receiving authorization is performed after the 
purchasing customer and the selling vendor have agreed to enter into the purchase transaction; 

d) charging the first amount to the purchasing customer in accordance with the billing agreement; 

and 

e) remitting the second amount to the selling vendor in accordance with the remitting agreement. 
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167. (New) An Internet billing method for a plurality of customers and a plurality of vendors of 
products or servaces for transactions over the Internet between a purchasing customer of the plurality of 
customers and a selhng vendor of the plurality of vendors, wherem, for each purchase transaction 
between the purchasing customer and the selhng vendor, a first amount .s charged to the purchasing 
customer and a second amount is remitted to the selling vendor, the method comprising the steps by a 

third party to the purchase transaction of: 

a) establishing a billing agreement with the purchasing customer to permit the third party to 
charge the purchasing customer and to remit to a selling vendor for a purchase transaction; 

b) establishing a remitting agreement with the selling vendor to pennit the third party to charge a 
purchasing customer and to remit to the selling vendor for a purchase transaction; 

c) providing a communications link over the Internet between the purchasing customer and the 
selhng vendor to permit the purchasing customer to request information from the selling vendor with 

respect to a product or service; 

d) receiving authonzation over the Internet from the purchasing customer to charge the first 
amount to the purchasing customer without previously receiving a request fi-om the selling vendor to 
charge the first amount to the purchasing customer, wherein receiving authorization is performed after the 
purchasing customer and the selling vendor have agreed to enter into the purchase transaction; 

e) charging the first amount to the purchasing customer in accordance with the billing agreement; 



and 



0 remitting the second amount to the selling vendor in accordance with the remitting agreement. 



168. (New) The method according to claim 167, wherein the communications link comprises 
communications link through equipment of the third party. 
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169. (New) The method according to claim 166, wherein no credh card account number of the 
purchasing customer and no bank account number of the purchasing customer is transmitted over the 
Internet by the third party to the selling vendor prior to the step of remitting. 

170. (New) The method according to claim 167, wherein no credit card account number of the 
purchasing customer and no bank account number of the purchasing customer is transmitted over the 
Internet by the third party to the selling vendor prior to the step of remitting. 

171. (New) The method according to claim 168, wherein no credit card account number of the 
purchasing customer and no bank account number of the purchasing customer ,s transmitted over the 
Internet by the third party to the selling vendor prior to the step of remitting. 

172. (New) An Internet billing method for a plurality of customers and a plurality of vendors of 
products or services for transactions over the Internet between a purchasing customer of the plurality of 
customers and a selling vendor of the plurality of vendors, wherein, for each purchase transaction 
between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor, a first amount is charged to the purchasmg 
customer and a second amount is remitted to the selling vendor, the method comprising the steps by a 

third party to the purchase transaction of: 

a) establishing a billing agreement with the purchasing customer to permit the third party to 
charge the purchasing customer and to remit to a selling vendor for a purchase transaction; 

b) establishing a remitting agreement with the selling vendor to permit the third party to charge a 
purchasing customer and to remit to the selling vendor for a purchase transaction, wherein the remitting 
agreement does not require the third party to charge the purchasing customer; 

c) receiving authorization over the Internet fi-om the purchasing customer to charge the first 
amount to the purchasing customer without previously receiving a request from the selling vendor to 
charge the first amount to the purchasing customer; 
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d) charging the first amount to the purchasing customer in accordance with the bilhng agreement; 

and 

e) remitting the second amount to the selHng vendor in accordance with the remitting agreement. 

173. (New) An Internet billing method for a plurality of customers and a plurality of vendors of 
products or services for transactions over the Internet between a purchasing customer of the plurality of 
customers and a selling vendor of the plurality of vendors, wherein, for each purchase transaction 
between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor, a first amount is charged to the purchasing 
customer and a second amount is remitted to the selling vendor, the method comprising the steps by a 
third party to the purchase transaction of: 

a) establishing a billing agreement with the purchasing customer to permit the third party to 
charge the purchasing customer and to remit to a selling vendor for a purchase transaction; 

b) establishing a remitting agreement with the selling vendor to permit the third party to charge a 
purchasing customer and to remit to the selling vendor for a purchase transaction, wherein the remitting 
agreement does not require the third party to charge the purchasing customer; 

c) providing a communications link over the Internet between the purchasing customer and the 
selling vendor to permit the purchasing customer to request information fi-om the selling vendor with 

respect to a product or service; 

d) receiving authorization over the Internet from the purchasing customer to charge the first 
amount to the purchasing customer without previously receiving a request from the selling vendor to 
charge the first amount to the purchasing customer; 

e) charging the first amount to the purchasing customer in accordance Avith the billing agreement; 

and 

f) remitting the second amount to the selling vendor in accordance with the remitting agreement. 
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174. (New) The method according to claim 173, wherein the communications link comprises a 
communications link through equipment of the third party. 

175. (New) The method according to claim 172, wherein no credit card account number of the 
purchasing customer and no bank account number of the purchasing customer is transmitted over the 
Internet by the third party to the selling vendor prior to the step of remitting. 

176. (New) The method according to claim 173, wherein no credit card account number of the 
purchasing customer and no bank account number of the purchasmg customer is transmitted over the 
Internet by the third party to the selling vendor prior to the step of remitting. 

177. (New) The method according to claim 174, wherein no credit card account number of the 
purchasing customer and no bank account number of the purchasing customer is transmitted over the 
Internet by the third party to the selling vendor prior to the step of remitting. 

178. (New) An Internet bilHng method for a plurahty of customers and a plurality of vendors of 
products or services for transactions over the Internet between a purchasing customer of the plurality of 
customers and a selling vendor of the plurality of vendors, wherein, for each purchase transaction 
between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor, a first amount is charged to the purchasing 
customer and a second amount is remitted to the selling vendor, the method comprising the steps by a 
third party to the purchase transaction of: 

a) establishing a billing agreement with the purchasing customer to permit the third party to 
charge the purchasing customer and to remit to a selling vendor for a purchase transaction; 

b) establishing a remitting agreement with the selling vendor to permit the third party to charge a 
purchasing customer and to remit to the selling vendor for a purchase transaction; 
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c) receiving authorization over the Internet from the purchasing customer to charge the first 
amount to the purchasing customer without previously receiving a request from the selling vendor to 
charge the first amount to the purchasing customer; 

d) charging the first amount to the purchasing customer in accordance with the billing agreement; 

and 

e) remitting the second amount to the selling vendor in accordance with the remitting agreement, 
wherein after estabhshing the billing agreement the third party does not approve an agreement 

between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor to enter into the purchase transaction. 

179. (New) An Internet billing method for a plurality of customers and a plurality of vendors of 
products or services for transactions over the Internet between a purchasing customer of the plurahty of 
customers and a selling vendor of the plurahty of vendors, wherein, for each purchase transaction 
between the purchasing customer and the sellmg vendor, a first amount is charged to the purchasing 
customer and a second amount is remitted to the selling vendor, the method comprising the steps by a 
third party to the purchase transaction of: 

a) establishing a billing agreement with the purchasing customer to permit the third party to 
charge the purchasing customer and to remit to a selling vendor for a purchase transaction; 

b) establishing a remitting agreement with the selling vendor to permit the third party to charge a 
purchasing customer and to remit to the selling vendor for a purchase transaction; 

c) providing a communications link over the Internet between the purchasing customer and the 
selling vendor to permit the purchasing customer to request information from the selling vendor with 

respect to a product or service; 

d) receiving authorization over the Internet from the purchasing customer to charge the first 
amount to the purchasing customer without previously receiving a request from the selling vendor to 
charge the first amount to the purchasing customer; 
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e) charging the first amount to the purchasing customer in accordance with the billing agreement; 

and 

0 remitting the second amount to the selling vendor in accordance with the remitting agreement, 
wherein after establishing the billing agreement the third party does not approve an agreement 
between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor to enter into the purchase transaction. 

180. (New) The method according to claim 179, wherein the communications link comprises a 
communications link through equipment of the third party. 

181 . (New) The method according to claim 178, wherein no credit card account number of the 
purchasing customer and no bank account number of the purchasing customer is transmitted over the 
Internet by the third party to the selling vendor prior to the step of remitting. 

182. (New) The method according to claim 179, wherein no credit card account number of the 
purchasing customer and no bank account number of the purchasing customer is transmitted over the 
Internet by the third party to the selling vendor prior to the step of remitting. 

183. (New) The method according to claim 180. wherein no credit card account number of the 
purchasing customer and no bank account number of the purchasing customer is transmitted over the 
Internet by the third party to the selling vendor prior to the step of remitting. 

184. (New) An Internet billing method for a plurality of customers and a plurality of vendors of 
products or services for transactions over the Internet between a purchasing customer of the plurality of 
customers and a selling vendor of the plurahty of vendors, wherein, for each purchase transaction 
between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor, a first amount is charged to the purchasing 
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custorner and a second amount is remitted to the selling vendor, the method comprismg the steps by a 

third party to the purchase transaction of: 

a) establishing a billing agreement with the purchasing customer to permit the third party to 
charge the purchasing customer and to remit to a selling vendor for a purchase transaction; 

b) establishing a remitting agreement with the selling vendor to permit the third party to charge a 
purchasing customer and to remit to the selling vendor for a purchase transaction, wherein the remitting 
agreement does not require the third party to charge the purchasing customer; 

c) receiving authorization over the Internet from the purchasing customer to charge the first 
amount to the purchasing customer without previously receiving a request from the selling vendor to 
charge the first amount to the purchasing customer, wherein receiving authorization is performed after the 
purchasing customer and the selling vendor have agreed to enter into the purchase transaction; 

d) charging the first amount to the purchasing customer in accordance with the billing agreement; 

and 

e) remitting the second amount to the selling vendor in accordance with the remitting agreement. 

185. (New) An Internet billing method for a plurality of customers and a plurality of vendors of 
products or services for transactions over the Internet between a purchasing customer of the plurality of 
customers and a selling vendor of the plurality of vendors, wherein, for each purchase fransaction 
between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor, a first amount is charged to the purchasing 
customer and a second amount is remitted to the selling vendor, the method composing the steps by a 
third party to the purchase transaction of: 

a) establishing a billing agreement with the purchasing customer to pennit the third party to 
charge the purchasing customer and to remit to a selling vendor for a purchase transaction; 

b) establishing a remitting agreement with the selling vendor to permit the third party to charge a 
purchasing customer and to remit to the selling vendor for a purchase transaction, wherein the remitting 
agreement does not require the third party to charge the purchasing customer; 
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c) providing a communications link over the Internet between the purchasing customer and the 
selHng vendor to permit the purchasing customer to request mformation from the selling vendor with 

respect to a product or service; 

d) receiving authorization over the Internet from the purchasing customer to charge the first 
amount to the purchasing customer without previously receiving a request from the selling vendor to 
charge the first amount to the purchasing customer, wherein receiving authorization is performed after the 
purchasing customer and the selling vendor have agreed to enter into the purchase transaction; 

e) charging the first amount to the purchasing customer in accordance with the billing agreement; 

and 

f) remitting the second amount to the selling vendor in accordance with the remitting agreement. 

186. (New) The method according to claim 185, wherein the communications link comprises a 
communications link through equipment of the third party. 

187. (New) The method according to claim 184, wherein no credit card account number of the 
purchasing customer and no bank account number of the purchasing customer is transmitted over the 
Internet by the third party to the selling vendor prior to the step of remitting. 

188. (New) The method according to claim 185, wherein no credit card account number of the 
purchasing customer and no bank account number of the purchasing customer is transmitted over the 
Internet by the third party to the selling vendor prior to the step of remitting. 

189. (New) The method according to claim 1 86, wherein no credit card account number of the 
purchasing customer and no bank account number of the purchasing customer is transmitted over the 
Internet by the third party to the selling vendor prior to the step of remitting. 
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1 90. (New) An Internet billing method for a plurality of customers and a plurality of vendors of 
products or services for transactions over the Internet between a purchasing customer of the plurality of 
customers and a selling vendor of the plurality of vendors, wherein, for each purchase transaction 
between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor, a first amount is charged to the purchasing 
customer and a second amount is remitted to the selling vendor, the method comprising the steps by a 
third party to the purchase transaction of: 

a) establishing a billing agreement with the purchasing customer to permit the third party to 
charge the purchasing customer and to remit to a selling vendor for a purchase transaction; 

b) establishing a remitting agreement with the selling vendor to permit the third party to charge a 
purchasing customer and to remit to the selling vendor for a purchase transaction; 

c) receiving authorization over the Internet fi-om the purchasing customer to charge the first 
amount to the purchasing customer without previously receiving a request fi-om the selling vendor to 
charge the first amount to the purchasing customer, wherein receiving authorization is performed after the 
purchasing customer and the selling vendor have agreed to enter into the purchase transaction; 

d) charging the first amount to the purchasing customer in accordance with the billing agreement; 

and 

e) remitting the second amount to the selling vendor in accordance with the remitting agreement, 
wherein after establishing the billing agreement the third party does not approve an agreement 

between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor to enter into the purchase transaction. 

191. (New) An Internet billing method for a plurality of customers and a plurality of vendors of 
products or services for transactions over the Internet between a purchasing customer of the plurality of 
customers and a selling vendor of the plurality of vendors, wherein, for each purchase transaction 
between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor, a fn-st amount is charged to the purchasing 
customer and a second amount is remitted to the selling vendor, the method comprising the steps by a 
third party to the purchase transaction of: 
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a) establishing a billing agreement with the purchasing customer to permit the third party to 
charge the purchasing customer and to remit to a selling vendor for a purchase transaction; 

b) establishing a remitting agreement with the selling vendor to permit the third party to charge a 
purchasing customer and to remit to the selling vendor for a purchase transaction; 

c) providing a communications link over the Internet between the purchasing customer and the 
selling vendor to pennit the purchasing customer to request information firom the selling vendor with 

respect to a product or service; 

d) receiving authorization over the Internet from the purchasing customer to charge the first 
amount to the purchasing customer without previously receiving a request from the selling vendor to 
charge the first amount to the purchasing customer, wherein receiving authorization is perfonned after the 
purchasing customer and the selling vendor have agreed to enter into the purchase transaction; 

e) charging the first amount to the purchasing customer in accordance with the billing agreement; 

and 

f) remitting the second amount to the selling vendor in accordance with the remitting agreement, 
wherein after establishing the billing agreement the third party does not approve an agreement 

between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor to enter into the purchase transaction. 

192. (New) The method according to claim 191, wherein the communications link comprises a 
communications link through equipment of the third party. 



193. 



(New) The method according to claim 190, wherein no credit card account number of the 
purchasing customer and no bank account number of the purchasing customer is transmitted over the 
Internet by the third party to the selling vendor prior to the step of remitting. 
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194. (New) The method according to claim 191, wherein no credit card account number of the 
purchasing customer and no bank account number of the purchasing customer is transmitted over the 
Internet by the third party to the selling vendor prior to the step of remitting. 

195. (New) The method according to claim 192, wherein no credit card account number of the 
purchasing customer and no bank account number of the purchasing customer is transmitted over the 
Internet by the third party to the selling vendor prior to the step of remitting. 

196. (New) An Internet billing method for a plurality of customers and a plurality of vendors of 
products or services for transactions over the Internet between a purchasing customer of the plurality of 
customers and a selling vendor of the plurality of vendors, wherein, for each purchase transaction 
between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor, a first amount is charged to the purchasing 
customer and a second amount is remitted to the selling vendor, the method comprising the steps by a 
third party to the purchase transaction of: 

a) establishing a billing agreement with the purchasing customer to permit the third party to 
charge the purchasing customer and to remit to a selling vendor for a purchase transaction; 

b) establishing a remitting agreement with the selling vendor to permit the third party to charge a 
purchasing customer and to remit to the selling vendor for a purchase transaction, wherein the remitting 
agreement does not require the third party to charge the purchasing customer; 

c) receiving authorization over the Internet from the purchasing customer to charge the first 
amount to the purchasing customer without previously receiving a request from the selling vendor to 
charge the first amount to the purchasing customer; 

d) charging the first amount to the purchasing customer in accordance with the billing agreement; 



and 



e) remitting the second amount to the selling vendor in accordance with the remitting agreement, 
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Wherein after estab.istog .he billing a^eemen, *e third party does no, approve an a^eemen. 
bemeen *e purchasing — and *e selhng vendor .o enter into me purchase ttarsaCon. 

1,7 (New) An h.eme. billing method for a plurality of customers and a plurality of vendors of 
products or services for .ansaetions over the Mtemet between a purchastng customer of the plurality of 

between the pwchasing euston^r and the selHng vendor, a first amount is charged to the purchastng 
custotner and a second amount ,s remitted to the selling vendor, the method comprising the steps by a 

third party to the purchase transaction of: 

a) establishing a billing agreement with .he purchastng customer to permit the third party to 
charge the purchastng customer and to remit to a selltng vendor for a purchase transaction; 

b, establishing a remtning a^eement with the selling vendor to permit the thtrd part, to charge a 
purchastng customer and to remit to the selling vendor for a purchase .ansaction, wherein the remitting 
apeement does not require the thtrd party to charge the purchasing customer. 

c) provtding a cotr^unicati^s Imk over .he Internet between the purchasing customer and 
selling vendor .o permt. *e purchastng cus,„mer .o re,ues. infotwtion f^om *e selltng vendor wiU, 

respect to a product or service; 

d, recetving au«on over the Intemet from the putchasing customer to charge fte firs, 
amount to «,e pt^hasing customer w.«,ou, previously recetving a re,ues. f.om the selling vendor to 
charge the first amount to the purchasing customer; 

e) charging the firs, amount to *e purchasing cusiomer in accordance w,* *e btlling agr^en, 

and 

0 remintng .he second amoun. .o *e sellmg vendor in accordance wi.h .he reminin, agreemen., 
wherein after estabhshing the billing agreement the third party does no. approve an agreement 
between thepurchasing customer andthe selling vendor to en^rtn^theputchase transaction. 
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198. (New) The method according to claim 197, wherein the communications link comprises a 
communications link through equipment of the third party. 

199. (New) The method according to claim 196, wherein no credit card account number of the 
purchasing customer and no bank account number of the purchasing customer is transmitted over the 
Internet by the third party to the selling vendor prior to the step of remitting. 

200. (New) The method according to claim 197, wherein no credit card account number of the 
purchasing customer and no bank account number of the purchasing customer is transmitted over the 
Internet by the third party to the selling vendor prior to the step of remitting. 

201. (New) The method according to claim 198, wherein no credit card account number of the 
purchasing customer and no bank account number of the purchasing customer is transmitted over the 
Internet by the third party to the selling vendor prior to the step of remitting. 

202. (New) An Internet billing method for a plurality of customers and a plurality of vendors of 
products or services for transactions over the Internet between a purchasing customer of the plurality of 
customers and a selling vendor of the plurality of vendors, wherein, for each purchase transaction 
between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor, a first amount is charged to the purchasing 
customer and a second amount is remitted to the selling vendor, the method comprising the steps by a 
third party to the purchase transaction of: 

a) establishing a billing agreement with the purchasing customer to permit the third party to 
charge the purchasing customer and to remit to a selhng vendor for a purchase transaction; 

b) establishing a remitting agreement with the selling vendor to permit the third party to charge a 
purchasing customer and to remit to the selling vendor for a purchase transaction, wherein the remitting 
agreement does not require the third party to charge the purchasing customer; 
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c) receiving authonzation over the Internet from the purchasing customer to charge the first 
amount to the purchasing customer without previously receiving a request from the selhng vendor to 
charge the first amount to the purchasing customer, wherein receiving authorization is performed after the 
purchasing customer and the selling vendor have agreed to enter into the purchase transaction; 

d) charging the first amount to the purchasing customer in accordance with the billing agreement; 

and 

e) remitting the second amount to the selling vendor in accordance with the remitting agreement, 
wherein after establishing the billing agreement the third party does not approve an agreement 

between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor to enter into the purchase transaction. 

203. (New) An Internet billing method for a plurality of customers and a plurality of vendors of 
products or services for transactions over the Internet between a purchasing customer of the plurality of 
customers and a selling vendor of the plurality of vendors, wherein, for each purchase transaction 
between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor, a first amount is charged to the purchasing 
customer and a second amount is remitted to the selling vendor, the method comprising the steps by a 

third party to the purchase transaction of 

a) estabhshing a billing agreement with the purchasing customer to permit the third party to 
charge the purchasing customer and to remit to a selling vendor for a purchase transaction; 

b) establishing a remitting agreement with the selling vendor to permit the third party to charge a 
purchasing customer and to remit to the selling vendor for a purchase fransaction, wherein the remitting 
agreement does not require the third party to charge the purchasing customer; 

c) providing a communications link over the Internet between the purchasing customer and the 
selling vendor to permit the purchasing customer to request information from the selling vendor with 

respect to a product or service; 

d) receiving authorization over the Internet from the purchasing customer to charge the first 
amount to the purchasing customer without previously receiving a request from the selling vendor to 
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charge the first amount to the purchasing customer, wherem receiving authorization is performed after the 
purchasing customer and the selling vendor have agreed to enter into the purchase transaction; 

e) charging the first amount to the purchasing customer in accordance with the billing agreement; 

and 

0 remitting the second amount to the selling vendor in accordance with the remitting agreement, 
wherein after establishing the billing agreement the third party does not approve an agreement 
between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor to enter into the purchase transaction. 

204. (New) The method according to claim 203, wherein the communications link comprises a 
communications link through equipment of the third party. 

205. (New) The method according to claim 202, wherein no credit card account number of the 
purchasing customer and no bank account number of the purchasing customer is transmitted over the 
Internet by the third party to the selling vendor prior to the step of remitting. 

206. (New) The method according to claim 203, wherein no credit card account number of the 
purchasing customer and no bank account number of the purchasing customer is transmitted over the 
Internet by the third party to the selling vendor prior to the step of remitting. 

207. (New) The method according to claim 204, wherein no credit card account number of the 
purchasing customer and no bank account number of the purchasing customer is transmitted over the 
Internet by the third party to the selling vendor prior to the step of remitting. 

208. (New) The method according to any of claims 166-207, wherein the third party is a cable 
television company, a company offering financial sendees, an Internet access provider, or a telephone 

company. 
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209. (New) The method according to claim 208, further comprising the step of obtaining 
approval for charging the first amount from a party other than the purchasing customer and the selling 
vendor prior to the step of charging. 

210. (New) The method according to claim 209, wherein the party other than the purchasing 
customer and the selling vendor is a bank, a company offering financial services, a credit card company, 
an Internet access provider, or the third party. 

211. (New) The method according to claim 208, wherein the step of charging comprises sending 
a bill or charging an account with a bank, a cable television company, a company offering financial 
services, a credit card company, an Internet access provider, a telephone company, or the third party. 

212. (New) The method according to claim 208, wherein the step of remitting comprises 
sending a check or crediting an account with a bank, a cable television company, a company offering 
financial services, a credit card company, an Internet access provider, a telephone company, or the third 



party. 



213. (New) The method according to claim 208, wherein the second amount is less than the first 



amount. 



214. (New) The method according to claim 208, wherein the step of remitting is performed 
before the step of charging. 

215. (New) An Internet billing method for a plurahty of customers and a plurahty of vendors of 
products or services for transactions over the Internet between a purchasing customer of the plurality of 

29 

NYA 612786.2 



custon^ers and a selling vendor of the plurality of vendors, wherein, for each purchase transaction of a 
product or service between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor, a fu-st amount is charged to 
the purchasing customer and a second amount is remitted to the selling vendor, the method comprising 
the steps by a third party company offering financial services of: 

a) establishing a billing agreement with the purchasing customer to permit the company offering 
financial services to charge the purchasing customer and to remit to a selling vendor for a purchase 
transaction; 

b) establishing a remitting agreement with the selling vendor to permit the company offering 
financial services to charge a purchasing customer and to remit to the selling vendor for a purchase 

transaction; 

c) receiving authorization over the Internet from the purchasing customer to charge the first 
amount to the purchasing customer without previously receiving a request from the selling vendor to 
charge the first amount to the purchasing customer, wherein receiving authorization is performed after the 
purchasing customer and the selling vendor have agreed to enter into the purchase transaction; 

d) charging the first amount to the purchasing customer in accordance with the billing agreement 
by charging a bank account, a credit card account, or an account with the company offering financial 
services ; and 

e) remitting the second amount to the selling vendor in accordance with the remitting agreement 
without previously transmitting a credit card account number of the purchasing customer over the Internet 
to the selling vendor and without previously transmitting a bank account number of the purchasing 
customer over the Internet to the selling vendor. 

216. (New) An Internet billing method for a plurahty of customers and a plurality of vendors of 
products or services for transactions over the Internet between a purchasing customer of the plurality of 
customers and a selling vendor of the plurality of vendors, wherein, for each purchase transaction of a 
product or service between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor, a first amount is charged to 
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the purchasing customer and a second amount is remitted to the selhng vendor, the method comprising 
the steps by a third party company offering financial services of: 

a) establishing a billing agreement with the purchasing customer to permit the company offering 
financial services to charge the purchasing customer and to remit to a selling vendor for a purchase 
transaction; 

b) estabhshing a remitting agreement with the selling vendor to permit the company offering 
financial services to charge a purchasing customer and to remit to the selling vendor for a purchase 

transaction; 

c) providing a communications link over the Internet through equipment of the company offering 
financial services between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor to permit the purchasing 
customer to request information from the selling vendor with respect to a product or service; 

d) receiving authorization over the Internet from the purchasing customer to charge the first 
amount to the purchasing customer without previously receiving a request from the selling vendor to 
charge the first amount to the purchasing customer, wherein receiving authorization is performed after the 
purchasing customer and the selling vendor have agreed to enter into the purchase transaction; 

e) charging the first amount to the purchasing customer in accordance with the billing agreement 
by charging a bank account, a credit card account, or an account with the company offering financial 
services ; and 

f) remitting the second amount to the selling vendor in accordance with the remitting agreement 
without previously transmitting a credit card account number of the purchasing customer over the Internet 
to the selling vendor and without previously transmitting a bank account number of the purchasing 
customer over the Internet to the selling vendor. 

217. (New) An Internet billing method for a plurality of customers and a plurality of vendors of 
products or services for transactions over the Internet between a purchasing customer of the plurality of 
customers and a selling vendor of the plurality of vendors, wherein, for each purchase transaction of a 
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product or service between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor, a first amount is charged to 
the purchasing customer and a second amount is remitted to the selling vendor, the method compnsing 
the steps by a third party company offering financial services of: 

a) establishing a billing agreement with the purchasing customer to permit the company offering 
financial services to charge the purchasing customer and to remit to a selling vendor for a purchase 
transaction; 

b) establishing a remitting agreement with the selling vendor to permit the company offering 
financial services to charge a purchasing customer and to remit to the selling vendor for a purchase 
transaction, wherein the remitting agreement does not require the company offering financial services to 

charge the purchasing customer; 

c) receiving authorization over the Internet from the purchasing customer to charge the first 
amount to the purchasing customer without previously receiving a request from the selling vendor to 
charge the first amount to the purchasing customer; 

d) charging the first amount to the purchasing customer in accordance with the billing agreement 
by charging a bank account, a credit card account, or an account with the company offering financial 
services ; and 

e) remitting the second amount to the selling vendor in accordance with the remitting agreement 
without previously transmitting a credit card account number of the purchasing customer over the Internet 
to the selling vendor and without previously fransmitting a bank account number of the purchasing 
customer over the fritemet to the selling vendor. 

218. (New) An Internet billing method for a plurality of customers and a plurality of vendors of 
products or services for transactions over the Internet between a purchasing customer of the plurality of 
customers and a selling vendor of the plurality of vendors, wherein, for each purchase fransaction of a 
product or service between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor, a first amount is charged to 
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the purchasing customer and a second amount is remitted to the selling vendor, the method comprising 
the steps by a third party company offering financial services of: 

a) establishing a billing agreement with the purchasing customer to permit the company offering 
financial services to charge the purchasing customer and to remit to a selling vendor for a purchase 
transaction; 

b) establishing a remitting agreement with the selling vendor to permit the company offering 
financial services to charge a purchasing customer and to remit to the selling vendor for a purchase 
transaction, wherem the remitting agreement does not require the company offering financial services to 

charge the purchasing customer; 

c) providing a communications link over the Internet through equipment of the company offering 
financial services between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor to permit the purchasing 
customer to request information from the selling vendor with respect to a product or service; 

d) receiving authorization over the Internet fi-om the purchasing customer to charge the first 
amount to the purchasing customer without previously receiving a request from the selling vendor to 
charge the first amount to the purchasing customer; 

e) charging the first amount to the purchasing customer in accordance with the billing agreement 
by charging a bank account, a credit card account, or an account with the company offering financial 
services ; and 

f) remitting the second amount to the selling vendor in accordance with the remitting agreement 
without previously transmitting a credit card account number of the purchasing customer over the Internet 
to the selling vendor and without previously transmitting a bank account number of the purchasing 
customer over the Internet to the selling vendor. 

219. (New) An Internet billing method for a plurality of customers and a plurality of vendors of 
products or services for transactions over the Internet between a purchasing customer of the plurality of 
customers and a selling vendor of the plurality of vendors, wherein, for each purchase transaction of a 

33 

NYA 612786.2 



product or service between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor, a first amount is charged to 
the purchasing customer and a second amount is remitted to the selling vendor, the method comprising 
the steps by a third party company offering financial services of: 

a) establishing a billing agreement with the purchasing customer to permit the company offering 
financial services to charge the purchasing customer and to remit to a selling vendor for a purchase 
transaction; 

b) establishing a remitting agreement with the selling vendor to permit the company offering 
financial services to charge a purchasing customer and to remit to the selling vendor for a purchase 
transaction; 

c) receiving authorization over the hitemet fi-om the purchasing customer to charge the first 
amount to the purchasing customer without previously receiving a request from the selling vendor to 
charge the first amount to the purchasing customer; 

d) charging the first amount to the purchasing customer in accordance with the billing agreement 
by charging a bank account, a credit card account, or an account with the company offering financial 
services ; and 

e) remitting the second amount to the selling vendor in accordance with the remitting agreement 
without previously transmitting a credit card account number of the purchasing customer over the hitemet 
to the selling vendor and without previously transmitting a bank account number of the purchasing 
customer over the Internet to the selling vendor, 

wherein after establishing the billing agreement the company offering financial services does not 
approve an agreement between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor to enter into the purchase 
transaction. 

220. (New) An hitemet billing method for a plurality of customers and a plurality of vendors of 
products or services for transactions over the Internet between a purchasing customer of the plurality of 
customers and a selling vendor of the plurality of vendors, wherein, for each purchase transaction of a 
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product or service between the purchasing customer and the selHng vendor, a first amount is charged to 
the purchasing customer and a second amount is remitted to the selhng vendor, the method comprising 
the steps by a third party company offering financial services of: 

a) establishing a billing agreement with the purchasing customer to permit the company offering 
financial services to charge the purchasing customer and to remit to a selling vendor for a purchase 
transaction; 

b) establishing a remitting agreement with the selling vendor to permit the company offering 
financial services to charge a purchasing customer and to remit to the selling vendor for a purchase 
transaction; 

c) providing a communications link over the Internet through equipment of the company offering 
financial services between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor to permit the purchasing 
customer to request information from the selling vendor with respect to a product or service; 

d) receiving authorization over the Internet from the purchasing customer to charge the first 
amount to the purchasing customer without previously receiving a request from the selling vendor to 
charge the first amount to the purchasing customer; 

e) charging the first amount to the purchasing customer in accordance with the billing agreement 
by charging a bank account, a credit card account, or an account with the company offering financial 
services ; and 

f) remitting the second amount to the selling vendor in accordance with the remitting agreement 
without previously transmitting a credit card account number of the purchasing customer over the Internet 
to the selling vendor and without previously transmitting a bank account number of the purchasing 
customer over the Internet to the selling vendor, 

wherein after establishing the billing agreement the company offering fmancial services does not 
approve an agreement between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor to enter into the purchase 
transaction. 
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221. (New) An Internet billing method for a plurality ofcustomers and a plurality of vend^^^ 
products or services for transactions over the Internet between a purchasing customer of the plurality of 
customers and a selling vendor of the plurality of vendors, wherein, for each purchase transaction of a 
product or service between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor, a first amount is charged to 
the purchasing customer and a second amount is remitted to the selling vendor, the method comprising 
the steps by a third party company offering financial services of: 

a) establishing a billing agreement with the purchasing customer to permit the company offering 
financial services to charge the purchasing customer and to remit to a selling vendor for a purchase 
transaction; 

b) establishing a remitting agreement with the selling vendor to permit the company offering 
financial services to charge a purchasing customer and to remit to the selling vendor for a purchase 
transaction, wherein the remitting agreement does not require the company offenng financial services to 

charge the purchasing customer; 

c) receiving authonzation over the Internet fi-om the purchasing customer to charge the first 
amount to the purchasing customer without previously receiving a request from the selling vendor to 
charge the first amount to the purchasing customer, wherem receiving authorizafion is performed after the 
purchasing customer and the selling vendor have agreed to enter into the purchase transaction; 

d) charging the first amount to the purchasing customer in accordance with the billing agreement 
by charging a bank account, a credit card account, or an account with the company offering financial 
services ; and 

e) remitting the second amount to the selling vendor in accordance with the remitting agreement 
without previously transmitting a credit card account number of the purchasing customer over the Internet 
to the selling vendor and without previously transmitting a bank account number of the purchasing 
customer over the Internet to the selling vendor. 
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222. (New) An Internet billing method for a plurality of customers and a plurality of vendors of 
products or services for transactions over the Internet between a purchasing customer of the plurality of 
customers and a selling vendor of the plurality of vendors, wherein, for each purchase transaction of a 
product or service between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor, a first amount is charged to 
the purchasing customer and a second amount is remitted to the selling vendor, the method comprising 
the steps by a third party company offering financial services of: 

a) establishing a billing agreement with the purchasing customer to permit the company offering 
financial services to charge the purchasing customer and to remit to a selling vendor for a purchase 
transaction; 

b) establishing a remitting agreement with the selling vendor to permit the company offering 
financial services to charge a purchasing customer and to remit to the selling vendor for a purchase 
transaction, wherein the remitting agreement does not require the company offering financial services to 
charge the purchasing customer; 

c) providing a communications link over the Internet through equipment of the company offering 
financial services between the purchasing customer and the. selling vendor to permit the purchasing 
customer to request information from the selling vendor with respect to a product or service; 

d) receiving authorization over the hitemet from the purchasing customer to charge the first 
amount to the purchasing customer without previously receiving a request from the selling vendor to 
charge the first amount to the purchasing customer, wherein receiving authorization is performed after the 
purchasing customer and the selling vendor have agreed to enter into the purchase transaction; 

e) charging the first amount to the purchasing customer in accordance with the billing agreement 
by charging a bank account, a credit card account, or an account with the company offering financial 
services ; and 

f) remitting the second amount to the selling vendor in accordance with the remitting agreement 
without previously transmitting a credit card account number of the purchasing customer over the hitemet 
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to the selling vendor and without previously transmitting a bank account number of the purchasing 
customer over the Internet to the selling vendor. 

223. (New) An Internet billing method for a plurality of customers and a plurality of vendors of 
products or services for transactions over the Internet between a purchasing customer of the plurality of 
customers and a selling vendor of the plurality of vendors, wherein, for each purchase transaction of a 
product or service between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor, a first amount is charged to 
the purchasing customer and a second amount is remitted to the selling vendor, the method comprising 
the steps by a third party company offering financial services of: 

a) establishing a billing agreement with the purchasing customer to permit the company offering 
financial services to charge the purchasing customer and to remit to a selling vendor for a purchase 
transaction; 

b) establishing a remitting agreement with the selling vendor to permit the company offering 
financial services to charge a purchasing customer and to remit to the selling vendor for a purchase 

transaction; 

c) receiving authorization over the Internet from the purchasing customer to charge the first 
amount to the purchasing customer without previously receiving a request from the selling vendor to 
charge the first amount to the purchasing customer, wherein receiving authorization is performed after the 
purchasing customer and the selling vendor have agreed to enter into the purchase transaction; 

d) charging the first amount to the purchasing customer in accordance with the billing agreement 
by charging a bank account, a credit card account, or an account with the company offering financial 
services ; and 

e) remitting the second amount to the selling vendor in accordance with the remitting agreement 
without previously transmitting a credit card account number of the purchasing customer over the Internet 
to the selling vendor and without previously transmitting a bank account number of the purchasing 
customer over the Internet to the selling vendor. 
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wherein after establishing the bilhng agreement the company offering financial services does not 
approve an agreement between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor to enter into the purchase 
transaction. 

224. (New) An Internet billing method for a plurality of customers and a plurahty of vendors of 
products or services for transactions over the Internet between a purchasing customer of the plurality of 
customers and a selling vendor of the plurality of vendors, wherein, for each purchase transaction of a 
product or service between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor, a first amount is charged to 
the purchasing customer and a second amount is remitted to the selling vendor, the method comprising 
the steps by a third party company offering financial services of: 

a) establishing a billing agreement with the purchasing customer to permit the company offering 
financial services to charge the purchasing customer and to remit to a selling vendor for a purchase 
transaction; 

b) establishing a remitting agreement with the selling vendor to permit the company offering 
financial services to charge a purchasing customer and to remit to the selling vendor for a purchase 
transaction; 

c) providing a communications link over the Internet through equipment of the company offering 
financial services between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor to permit the purchasing 
customer to request information fi-om the selling vendor with respect to a product or service; 

d) receiving authorization over the hitemet fi-om the purchasing customer to charge the first 
amount to the purchasing customer without previously receiving a request fi-om the selling vendor to 
charge the first amount to the purchasing customer, wherein receiving authorization is performed after the 
purchasing customer and the selHng vendor have agreed to enter into the purchase transaction; 

e) charging the first amount to the purchasing customer in accordance with the billing agreement 
by charging a bank account, a credit card account, or an account with the company offering financial 
services ; and 
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f) remitting the second amount to the selling vendor in accordance with the remitting agreement 
without previously transmitting a credit card account number of the purchasing customer over the Internet 
to the selling vendor and without previously transmitting a bank account number of the purchasing 
customer over the Internet to the selling vendor, 

wherein after establishing the billing agreement the company offering financial services does not 
approve an agreement between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor to enter into the purchase 
transaction. 

225. (New) An Internet billing method for a plurality of customers and a plurality of vendors of 
products or services for transactions over the Internet between a purchasing customer of the plurality of 
customers and a selling vendor of the plurality of vendors, wherein, for each purchase transaction of a 
product or service between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor, a first amount is charged to 
the purchasing customer and a second amount is remitted to the selling vendor, the method comprising 
the steps by a third party company offering financial services of: 

a) establishing a billing agreement with the purchasing customer to permit the company offering 
financial services to charge the purchasing customer and to remit to a selling vendor for a purchase 
transaction; 

b) establishing a remitting agreement with the selling vendor to permit the company offering 
financial services to charge a purchasing customer and to remit to the selling vendor for a purchase 
transaction, wherein the remitting agreement does not require the company offering financial services to 
charge the purchasing customer; 

c) receiving authorization over the Internet fi-om the purchasing customer to charge the first 
amount to the purchasing customer without previously receiving a request from the selling vendor to 
charge the first amount to the purchasing customer; 
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d) charging the first amount to the purchasing customer in accordance with the billing agreement 
by charging a bank account, a credit card account, or an account with the company offering financial 
services ; and 

e) remitting the second amount to the selling vendor in accordance with the remitting agreement 
without previously transmitting a credit card account number of the purchasing customer over the hitemet 
to the selling vendor and without previously transmitting a bank account number of the purchasing 
customer over the Internet to the selling vendor, 

wherein after establishing the billing agreement the company offering financial services does not 
approve an agreement between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor to enter into the purchase 
transaction. 



226. (New) An Internet billing method for a plurality of customers and a plurality of vendors of 
products or services for transactions over the Internet between a purchasing customer of the plurality of 
customers and a selling vendor of the plurality of vendors, wherein, for each purchase transaction of a 
product or service between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor, a first amount is charged to 
the purchasing customer and a second amount is remitted to the selling vendor, the method comprising 
the steps by a third party company offering financial services of: 

a) establishing a billing agreement with the purchasing customer to permit the company offering 
financial services to charge the purchasing customer and to remit to a selling vendor for a purchase 
transaction; 

b) establishing a remitting agreement with the selling vendor to permit the company offering 
financial services to charge a purchasing customer and to remit to the selling vendor for a purchase 
transaction, wherein the remitting agreement does not require the company offering financial services to 
charge the purchasing customer; 
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c) providing a communications link over the Internet through equipment of the company offering 
financial services between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor to permit the purchasing 
customer to request information from the selling vendor with respect to a product or service; 

d) receiving authorization over the Internet from the purchasing customer to charge the first 
amount to the purchasing customer without previously receiving a request from the selling vendor to 
charge the first amount to the purchasing customer; 

e) charging the first amount to the purchasing customer in accordance with the billing agreement 
by charging a bank account, a credit card account, or an account with the company offering financial 
services; and 

f) remitting the second amount to the selling vendor in accordance with the remitting agreement 
without previously transmitting a credit card account number of the purchasing customer over the Internet 
to the selling vendor and without previously transmitting a bank account number of the purchasing 
customer over the Internet to the selling vendor, 

wherein after establishing the billing agreement the company offering financial services does not 
approve an agreement between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor to enter into the purchase 
transaction. 

227. (New) An Internet billing method for a plurality of customers and a plurality of vendors of 
products or services for transactions over the Internet between a purchasing customer of the plurality of 
customers and a selling vendor of the plurality of vendors, wherein, for each purchase transaction of a 
product or service between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor, a first amount is charged to 
the purchasing customer and a second amount is remitted to the selling vendor, the method comprising 
the steps by a third party company offering financial services of: 

a) establishing a billing agreement with the purchasing customer to permit the company offering 
financial services to charge the purchasing customer and to remit to a selling vendor for a purchase 
transaction; 

42 

NYA 612786.2 



b) establishing a remitting agreement with the selling vendor to permit the company offering 
financial services to charge a purchasing customer and to remit to the selling vendor for a purchase 
transaction, wherein the remitting agreement does not require the company offering financial services to 

charge the purchasing customer; 

c) receiving authorization over the Internet from the purchasing customer to charge the first 
amount to the purchasing customer without previously receiving a request from the selling vendor to 
charge the first amount to the purchasing customer, wherein receiving authorization is performed after the 
purchasing customer and the selling vendor have agreed to enter into the purchase transaction; 

d) charging the first amount to the purchasing customer in accordance with the billing agreement 
by charging a bank account, a credit card account, or an account with the company offering financial 
services ; and 

e) remitting the second amount to the selling vendor in accordance with the remitting agreement 
without previously transmitting a credit card account number of the purchasing customer over the Internet 
to the selling vendor and without previously transmitting a bank account number of the purchasing 
customer over the Internet to the selling vendor, 

wherein after establishing the billing agreement the company offering financial services does not 
approve an agreement between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor to enter into the purchase 
transaction. 

228. (New) An Internet billing method for a plurality of customers and a plurality of vendors of 
products or services for transactions over the Internet between a purchasing customer of the plurality of 
customers and a selling vendor of the plurality of vendors, wherein, for each purchase transaction of a 
product or service between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor, a first amount is charged to 
the purchasing customer and a second amount is remitted to the selling vendor, the method comprising 
the steps by a third party company offering financial services of: 
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a) establishing a billing agreement with the purchasing customer to permit the company offering 
financial services to charge the purchasing customer and to remit to a selling vendor for a purchase 
transaction; 

b) establishing a remitting agreement with the selling vendor to permit the company offering 
financial services to charge a purchasing customer and to remit to the selling vendor for a purchase 
transaction, wherein the remitting agreement does not require the company offering financial services to 
charge the purchasing customer; 

c) providing a communications link over the Internet through equipment of the company offering 
financial services between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor to permit the purchasing 
customer to request information fi-om the selling vendor with respect to a product or service; 

d) receiving authorization over the Internet from the purchasing customer to charge the first 
amount to the purchasing customer without previously receiving a request from the selling vendor to 
charge the first amount to the purchasing customer, wherein receiving authorization is performed after the 
purchasing customer and the selling vendor have agreed to enter into the purchase transaction; 

e) charging the first amount to the purchasing customer in accordance with the billing agreement 
by charging a bank account, a credit card account, or an account with the company offering financial 
services ; and 

f) remitting the second amount to the selling vendor in accordance v^th the remitting agreement 
without previously transmitting a credit card account number of the purchasing customer over the Internet 
to the selling vendor and without previously transmitting a bank account number of the purchasing 
customer over the Internet to the selling vendor, 

wherein after establishing the billing agreement the company offering financial services does not 
approve an agreement between the purchasing customer and the selling vendor to enter into the purchase 
transaction. 
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